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TENTATIVE SQUADRON CALENDAR

Virtual Meetings and Independent Projects to be
Scheduled. Tentatively, Senior meet on Tuesday
night and Cadets meet on Thursday night. Zoom
is the videoconferencing tool of choice.

05 MAY-TRCS Staff Meetings
12 MAY-TRCS Commander's Call  
16 MAY-Commander's Cup Rocket Contest
23 MAY-TRCS Meeting
30 MAY-TRCS Meeting

CADET MEETING
23 April, 2020

C/1st Lt Munzner discussed the leadership
challenge, "Who An I?"

C/1st Lt Thornell offered Staff Development
Analysis  oral briefing.
C/SSgt Rathbone's presentation was about the F-

16.

A challenge was issued and information
disseminated about the AH-64 Apache. A general
knowledge contest about the aircraft will be held at
the next meeting.

SENIOR MEETING
28 April, 2020

A potential member, Bob Hubbard with a long
career flying for the Department of Justice was
introduced.

Mrs Teresa Pineau, a registered nurse demonstrated
the proper way to don and remove face masks and
how to care for them. 

Lt Col Rocketto's aerospace history lesson was a
slide presentation about the 1943 incident when
four B-17s buzzed Yankee Stadium during the first
day of the World Series.

SQUADRON ACTIVITIES

Achievements

Senior Member Daniel Docker was promoted to
second lieutenant.

Lt Pineau has reached the half-way point in the on-
line Corporate Learning Course.

Lt Koycienski has been working the high frequency
net which operates six times each week 

Lt Ortrin completed the Aircrew Professionalism
Training and is preparing his UConn UAV students
for their final examination.
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Maj Borque is working to set up a Staff Training
Assignment for C/Capt Schantz, possibly in
finance.

Lt Col Kinch reminded aircrew that the new
sectional is out and that they should check the
batteries in the flashlights in their flight bags.

Lt Jeremy Minter has completed the Aerospace
Educational Program for Senior Members and
earned the Yeager Ribbon. The Squadron has
now qualified 94% of its senior membership.

Lt Col Rocketto visited Squadron HQ and
worked on organizing the squadron's history
files.

HOWARD HUGHES, AVIATOR 
A Photo Essay

Part IV
His Last Hurrah

1960-1976

1960

Hughes was force to yield control of TWA even
though he was the majority stockholder. In
1966, he sold his shares for over 500 million
dollars.

1961

His industrial empire continued to grow. The space
and communications businesses became a  leading
developer and purveyor of communication
satellites and planetary probes while he lived.

Sometime during the '60s, Hughes became
interested in the Lockheed Jetstar. Jack Dunn, a
Lockheed production test pilot relates a story about
Hughes and his involvement with the Jetstar. They
were one of the first of the business jets and could
easily be distinguished by the four tail-mounted
engines and the slipper-style fuel tanks fixed to the
wings. 

One of Howard's Jetstars at Abbotsford, British
Columbia in 1972.

Hughes was, as might be expected, demanded to fly
one. Also, as might be expected, delivery
instructions were unusual. The plane had to be at
the end of a particular runway at a particular airport
at midnight. And, as what might be expected,
Hughes showed up, introduced himself, climbed
aboard, got it started up and took off solo. 

It was a complex procedure like the Carvavelle
mentioned earlier. Apparently, Hughes had
consulted the operating handbooks and memorized
what had to be done. A hour later he returned, said
goodbye and disappeared into the night in an old
Chevy.

Lockheed got a deal out of it. Whenever there was
an unsold aircraft on the production line, Hughes
bought it. He ended up with about a dozen stored.
When production ended, a demand for the Jetstar
still existed and as opportunity presented itself, he
sold them, one by one, for twice the price he had
paid.



1962

Hughes bought Northeast Airlines. When the
CAB cancelled its lucrative Florida routes,
Howard sold it for a profit in 1964.

Northeast Vickers
Viscount 798

1966

The Las Vegas saga commenced. They say that
what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas and so it
was with Hughes. He moved to the Desert Inn
but did not gamble in their casino. After two
weeks the hotel wanted him to leave so that they
could use his accommodations for their high-
rolling clientele. He refused and when they
insisted, he bought the hotel and stayed there for
four more  years. 

He acquired a gaming license and started buying
casinos: The Frontier, Sands, Golden Slipper
and the unfinished Landmark which remained
unfinished for eight more years. North Las
Vegas Airport was purchased and he bought up
real estate around McCarran International
Airport. Hughes became the largest employer in
Las Vegas with all of the political benefits. 

Howard was particularly chary of the nuclear
testing which was being done less than 100
miles away. But all of his political influence was
not enough to get Presidents Nixon or Johnson
to call off the nuclear testing in Nevada. Even
offers of large campaign contributions did
nothing.

1967

Hughes bought McCarran Airport and its
general aviation operation Alamo Airways. The
airport was noted for one of its crash vehicles, a

red 1957 Thunderbird which became the property
of Howard Hughes who, about ten years later, sold
it to his personal pilot, John Seymore. 

Note the fire-fighting equipment on board. Eat
your heart out Lt Pineau, Meriden Fire

Department.

The Thunderbird also served as a refueling and
resupply car for the world record endurance flight,
64 days, 22 hours 19 minutes and 5 seconds. It was
flown in a Cessna 172 by Bob Timm and John
Cook from December 4, 1958 to February 7, 1959. 

Hughes also acquired another airplane in the deal,
the first of only two Lockheed R6V Constitutions
which were the largest fixed wing aircraft operated
by the Navy. George Crockett, from whom Howard
purchased the airport used it as billboard for his
fuel sales. Hughes scrapped it soon after the took
control of the airport.



1970

Another year, another airline. Howard bought
Air West, an airline providing local and regional
service with a variety of twin engine jets.
Renamed Hughes Airwest, it added routes but in
1980, was bought out by Republic Airlines.

1973

His residence changed. He departed Sin City
and settled in Managua but left after the
magnitude 6.5 lay waste to the country. For the
next four years he domiciled at the Xanadu
Beach Resort and Marina which had purchased.
One cannot resist parodying Samuel Coleridge's
poem Kubla Khan. In Xanadu did Howard
Hughes a stately pleasure-dome decree....

He left Xanadu for England with a brief stop in
Florida, the last time hes set foot on U.S. soil.
Hughes' interest had shifted to prop-jet aircraft,
specifically, the Hawker Siddeley 748, in many
ways a turbine powered equivalent of his
favored Convair 240. Hawker Siddeley, perhaps
not knowing about the experience of Sud and
their Caravelle jet liner, offered him a chance to
evaluate one of their two demonstrators. 

Another of Hughes idiosyncrasies emerged. He
did not like to fly a demonstrator of a type he
was interested in buying. He preferred aircraft
with low time on their airframes. Jack Real
explained that it was like a man who bought a
new suit and then would not wear it because it
would no longer be new.

 

This is the 748 flown by Hughes but after it had
been acquired by Dan Air, (Credit: Gerald Helmer)

Two 748s were available, G-AYYG and G-AZJH.
Hughes inveigled the Hawker people into leasing
G-AZJH. It would be the first time he flew an
airplane since flying a Convair 880 in 1970, 13
years earlier! Hughes operated the 748 in his
habitual slap-dash manner, multiple take-offs and
landing executed by dragging the aircraft in low
with power and touching down close to the start of
the runway and ignoring any advice to follow safer
procedures. 

Ten days later, Hughes repeated his antics in a
Hawker Siddeley HS-125, G-AYOJ. Tony
Blackman, Hawker's chief test pilot rode in the
right seat for both flights and one can imagine
Blackman's hair turning white as a result of
Howard's antics. Hawker Siddeley did make a sale,
the HS-748, G-AYYG and two HS-125s.

The HS.125 which had been flown by Hughes at
LeBourget (Credit: Gerard Helmer)

Howard's last flight, an HS-125 sortie occurred on
July 27th. On August 9th, Hughes fell and broke
his hip and bed-ridden for the  next two and a half
years, never flew an airplane again.

        
1976

After his return to the Bahamas in February,
Hughes moved once again taking floors at the



Acapulco Princess Hotel. Some say this was so
that his medical minions would have access to a
more convenient supply of narcotics. A decision
was made to move Hughes to Houston,
ironically the city where he was born which had
better medical facilities.

At 11 A.M. on April 5th, Hughes was loaded on
board a Lear 24B, N855W, piloted by Jeff
Abrams. He was accompanied by Dr. Lawrence
Chaffin. According to Chaffin, Hughes died just
as the plane flew over the shoreline near
Brownsville, Texas, around 1:30 P.M. Hughes
had Gone West flying North by East. Only an
aviator with the right stuff could have pulled
that off.

The Lear in which Howard took his last flight is
now operated by Aerotaxis Dos Mil (Credit: Jesus

Vazquez Basilio)

Later in the year, while settling his estate, the
executors managed to find 32 of the aircraft he
owned strewn about the country. The haul
included four  Gulfstream Is, four Convair 240,
three HS-125s, three Rockwell Commanders,
the HS748, a King Air C90 and his beloved
Sikorsky S-43, most of them in flying
condition.. They were sold for 34 million
dollars.

What do his aviation exploits reveal about the
character of Howard Robard Hughes? Genius or
madman, visionary, eccentric, neurotic, willful,
irresponsible, obsessive, adrenalin junkie,
unpredictable, controlling, secretive....Make
some choices!

As a teenager, he  had built one of the first radio
sets and motorized the first bicycle in Houston.
Reputedly, as young man he said that "I intend
to be the greatest golfer in the world, the finest

film producer in Hollywood, the greatest pilot in
the world, and the richest man in the world." 

He never became the Arnie Palmer of golf nor the 
Merrian C. Cooper of cinematography but for a
time he was viewed as the greatest pilot in the
world and without doubt the richest man in the
world. 

From the time of his first flight in a Curtiss
hydroplane off the waters of New London's
Thames River until the end Hughes demonstrated a
passion for aviation. His passion was sometimes
misdirected but his positive contributions to
publicizing aviation, experimenting with
technology and promoting the airline industry
cannot be faulted.

FEATURED AIRCRAFT
by

C/A1C Stephen Buchko.C/AEO

Macchi C.200 Saetta (Arrow)

Camouflaged for the desert. The Arrow blends in
with the desert pink B-24 at the USAF Museum.

In 1936, the Italian Ministry of Aeronautics drew
up specifications for an interceptor, to be used by
the Regia Aeronautica (Royal Italian Air Force), 



powered by a radial engine with a speed of 310
mph, an endurance of two hours, and an
armament of one 12.7mm machine gun. 

The Macchi designers and engineers were led by
Mario Castoldi, the renowned Italian engineer
who designed the seaplane that won the 1926
Schneider Trophy race. Unfortunately, Castoldi
selected the woefully underpowered Fiat A.74, a
copy of the Pratt & Whitney Twin Wasp.
However, Castoldi offset this disadvantage with
improved aerodynamics.

The prototype first flew on Christmas Eve,
1937, with Macchi chief test pilot, Giuseppe
Burei at the controls. Innovations new to Italian
pilots, included an enclosed cockpit and
retractable undercarriage. After about 200 had
been produced, a semi-open canopy was
adopted at the request of the rather conservative
Italian fighter pilot community. 

The first 30 were delivered to the 4 Stormo, the
Cavallino Rampante in North Africa in August
1939. However, the pilots of this elite squadron
preferred the Fiat C.R. 42 Falco biplane. The
C.200 had superior speed and rate of climb but it
had a higher wing loading and was less
maneuverable. The Falco was developed from
the CR.32 which had been combat tested in
Ethiopia and Spain and proved successful and
this and its maneuverability may have
influenced their decision. So the Arrows were
transferred to a squadron in Sicily which was
enthusiastic about the Saetta.

On June 10, 1940, when Italy entered WWII,
14 4 Saette had been delivered. But only half
(72) were at combat readiness. They first saw
combat was over Malta but as production
increased could be found in North Africa
supporting the Italian and German forces
engaged in Egypt and their colony, Libya. Due
to its maneuverability the C.200 could hold its
own against the Hurricanes and P-40 Warhawks
which formed the backbone of allied fighter
strength. The standard armament was two 12.7
mm machine guns mounted in the nose. This 

was light compared to the eight .303 caliber and the
six .50 caliber machine guns carried by Hurricanes
and Warhawks. 

Italian units flying against the Soviets recorded
initial successes but as the war dragged on, Allied
aircraft improved in quality and quantity. The weak
Italian aircraft industry could not keep up.

When Italy switched sides in 1943, the C.200s were
u s e d b y b o t h t h e Aeronautica Nazionale
Republicana, the German-aligned puppet air force
Allied units which only deployed them to the
Balkans so Italians need not fight Italians

Around 1,200 C.200s were produced. They were
succeeded by the Castoldi designed C.202 Folgore
(Thunderbolt). The last Saetta was retired in 1947.

                    

THE WEEK'S AEROSPACE
ANNIVERSARIES

April 22,  1943 – The Air Cadet League of Canada
was made a component of the RCAF by Order-in-
Council. The Royal Canadian Air Cadets were
established on April 9, 1941. Their relationship is
similar to that between Corporate CAP and the
USAF.

Major Farley describing features of our C182 to
cadets from the Royal Tiger Squadron, Trenton,
Ontario who visited us in 2016.



April 23, 1994 – FedEx receives the first A300-
600F dedicated freighter. The company started
service on April 17, 1973 with a fleet of 14
Dassault Falcons modified for cargo hauling. 

A modest start with 14 Falcons leads to a fleet
of almost 400 corporate aircraft and 300

contracted aircraft

Airbus Freighter

April 24, 1917 –World War I-William "Billy"
Mitchell becomes the first U. S. Army officer to
fly over German lines.

Mitchell displaying his
personal insignia.

A Curtiss O-1,
probably the

aircraft flown by
Mitchell over the

German lines.

April 25, 1928– Charles A. Lindbergh landed on
the Plains of Abraham, Quebec City, in a Curtiss
Falcon carrying pneumonia serum for the
critically ill Floyd Bennett. Bennett had fallen ill
while flying with Bernt Balchen to assist the
marooned crew of the Bremen, first aircraft to

cross the Atlantic westward. Unfortunately Bennett
died in hospital before the serum could be
delivered.

Landing on the
snow-covered

Plains of
Abraham

April 26, 1962-For the first time in history, a
helicopter lands on a submarine. Cmdr. William F.
Culley and his crew of three were off Key West
when their Sikorsky HSS-1 Seabat developed a
major leak of oil from the main rotor hub.  Unable
to make land, he sent out a Mayday which was
answered by the USS Corporal, a Groton built
Balao-class submarine. The boat was 312 feet long
with a beam of 27 feet 3 inches.

A Seabat

The made flank speed towards the fix sent by
Colley. Upon reaching the sub, the  skipper, Lt.
Cmdr. Erman O. Proctor suggested a deck landing
instead of ditching. There was no operational
procedure for landing a helicopter on the deck of a



submarine. The submariners met the challenge.
The topside crew eye-balled the chopper and
estimated that that the beam was wide enough to
take the Seabat's landing gear and that if the
landing was made aft the rotors would clear the
sail. The deck crew went forward leaving LTJG
George Ellis to use hand signals to guide the
aircraft down. The sea was calm and the landing
successful but the margin was so thin that the
wheels of the main gear of the helicopter
overhung the deck by a few inches. 

Seabat Secured (Credit USN)

After berthing in Key West, the rotor hub was
repaired and Colley and his crew flew off the
Corporal, and Lieutenant Ellis became the only
ever fully rated landing signal officer for
submarines.

April 27, 1920  — Los Angeles authorities issue

the first warrant in United States for "reckless aerial
driving." The complainant was the Aero Club of
Southern California and the defendant was none
other that Omer Locklear. So much for the
"brotherhood of the air." Locklear was the leader of
Locklear's Flying Circus and star of what may have
been the first aviation movie, The Great Air
Robbery.  He was fined $25.

A Locklear Aerial Escapade

April 28, 1988 - Aloha Airlines Flight 243, a
Boeing 737, suffers explosive decompression
during flight. A flight attendant is blown out of the
aircraft and several of the 95 passengers are
injured.

"In the event of a decompression, an oxygen mask
will automatically appear in front of you." 

Credits: Dean Sensui and NTSB)


